Toni Sender
appropriate first act of the republic to have them
released ? At once I asked for the keys of the military
jail. They were given to me. The released soldiers,
full of gratitude for their unexpected freedom, em-
braced me.
However, it was time to rush to the Schlesinger
Eck. Our friends from the factories must have
arrived long ago. It was difficult to walk in the
streets, they were so clogged with masses of people.
No news yet from Berlin, but at least in Frankfurt the
people were backing the revolution.
A thick cloud of smpke covered the gathering in
the Schlesinger Eck. I heard Robert's voice calling
the names of all important factories and asking for
the names of their delegates. Virtually all were
represented, especially the munitions factories. Never
had this place been so crowded. Robert gave an
account of the latest events in the nation. He argued
that the sailors' rebellion would not be localized :
the movement would spread, and it was our task to
give it direction. Robert had the unlimited con-
fidence of the workers. They knew him as a man
who would be audacious when the moment came but
who would always act in the interests of the masses.
He would not frivolously risk adventures but neither
would he fear to take a chance. He never undertook
anything without planning his strategy. His second
step was considered before he undertook the first.
He was loved by the factory workers, who were
cheered by his singing Rhenish dialect.
I followed Robert on the platform, giving a report
of my experiences of the day and sketching what I
thought must be the next steps.